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15 September 2026

The Hon. Prue Car MP

Deputy Premier of New South Wales
Minister for Education and Early Learning
Minister for Western Sydney

GPO Box 5341

Sydney NSW 2001

AN OPEN LETTER
Dear Minister Car,
Re: Screen limits must maintain equitable access for students with disability

SPELD NSW supports the NSW Government’s aim to reduce unnecessary screen use and
ensure technology is used purposefully in schools. Increased opportunities for explicit
instruction, reading and handwriting will benefit many students.

However, screen-use limits must be implemented in a way that protects the rights and
learning needs of students with disability.

For students with dyslexia and other Specific Learning Disorders, Developmental
Coordination Disorder and related disabilities, technology may be an essential reasonable
adjustment. It can enable students to access written information, participate in classroom
activities and demonstrate their knowledge on an equitable basis with their peers.

Assistive technology may include text-to-speech, audiobooks, speech-to-text software, word
processing, keyboarding and tools that support writing, planning and organisation. For these
students, using a device is not unnecessary screen time or simply a learning preference. It is
an important means of accessing education.

Assistive technology does not replace explicit, evidence-based instruction or opportunities to
develop reading, spelling, handwriting and written-expression skills. Instead, it reduces the
impact of a student’s disability while these skills continue to be taught and developed.

A uniform approach to screen limits could unintentionally create barriers for students who rely
on assistive technology, particularly in secondary school, where the reading and writing
demands of the curriculum increase substantially.
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SPELD NSW asks that the implementation of the new screen-use limits:
« clearly protects the use of assistive technology and reasonable adjustments;
« allows flexibility according to each student’s disability and individual learning needs;

e provides clear guidance to schools and teachers about when screen-use limits should
not apply;

e ensures students are not discouraged from using approved adjustments; and

e maintains equitable access to classroom learning, assessment and the broader
curriculum.

Reducing unnecessary screen use is a worthwhile goal. It must not come at the cost of
access, participation or educational equity for students with disability.

SPELD NSW welcome the opportunity to be part of the discussion regarding educational
policy.

Yours sincerely,
Veronica Alexander

CEO, SPELD NSW
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